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Jeremy Corbyn has been urged by former heads of MI5, MI6 and
GCHQ to provide security reassurances to the UK, following the
recent resignation of Russia’s ambassador to the UK. Mr Corbyn

was urged to provide reassurances regarding the security of
personnel at the UK’s most senior intelligence posts after the

president of Russian state-controlled news agency Sputnik was
expelled from the UK on Tuesday. Former MI5 head Sir Richard

Barrett said: “What the diplomats have said to us in the last couple
of days is that the Russians may well have sussed the methods the
British security services use to attract, monitor and identify their

targets, and it’s quite likely that because of that the Russian
intelligence services may now be adding their own targets to that

list. “We are therefore quite seriously concerned about the
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increased Russian interest in UK security, given the lack of
understanding of how the UK operates and the potential to tip off
spies on their own movements or locations.” He added: “It’s well

known that Russian intelligence have been looking at the UK.
They’ve been looking at the Conservative Party, other political

parties in the UK. “We have to watch over the next few weeks and
months, and to provide reassurances that the UK’s system of

intelligence-gathering is adequate and strong.” Mr Corbyn was said
to be “concerned” by the security implications of the London
Summit, which was interrupted on Saturday after an alleged

assassination attempt on Russian President Vladimir Putin. Former
MI6 chief Sir Richard Dearlove stated: “When you have an

ambassador expelled
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